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(which	 is	 responsible	 for	ground-breaking	design	 concepts	and	manipulation	of	materials),	




Make:Shift	 Ireland	 will	 bring	 together	 international	 experts	 on	 the	 cutting	 edge	 of	 craft,	




Karen	 Hennessy,	 Chief	 Executive	 of	 the	 Design	 &	 Crafts	 Council	 of	 Ireland,	 said:	 “The	
continual	desire	for	authentic,	hand-made	craft	reflects	a	societal	shift	towards	sustainability	
and	respect	 for	 the	 inherent	value	of	materials	 that	 the	natural	world	provides.	Make:Shift	
Ireland	will	highlight	the	pioneering	work	that	is	contributing	to	this	in	a	very	real	way	across	





The	 starting	 point	 for	 the	Make:Shift	 Ireland	 conference,	 hosted	 by	 the	 Design	 &	 Crafts	
Council	 of	 Ireland	 (DCCoI)	 and	Crafts	 Council	UK,	 is	 rooted	 in	 the	 craft	 of	making	 and	 the	
process	 by	 which	 materials	 such	 as	 clay,	 wood,	 sand,	 and	 fibre	 are	 transformed	 into	





are	at	 the	cutting	edge	of	material	and	technological	 innovation.	Over	 the	past	 four	years,	
the	 Crafts	 Council	 UK	 through	 Make:Shift	 has	 raised	 awareness	 of	 the	 value	of	 craft	
innovation.	 Craft	 and	design	 skills	 are	 increasingly	 valued	 in	 other	 sectors	 and	makers	 are	
using	specialist	knowledge	of	materials	to	diversify	 into	other	markets.	We	are	excited	that	
this	partnership	with	 the	Design	&	Crafts	Council	of	 Ireland	offers	a	 chance	 to	explore	and	
	 	 	




overseeing	 the	 studio’s	use	of	digital	 technology	 in	 the	making	of	 the	physical.	 The	 studio	
aims	to	integrate	craft	and	physical	making	throughout	the	design	process	and	encourages	
staff	 to	 utilise	 all	 types	 of	 fabrication	 tools.	 Along	 with	 Powers’	 keynote	 address	 at	 the	
conference,	 a	 dynamic	 line-up	 of	 speakers	 will	 explore	 new	 processes	 for	 creating	 and	
opportunities	 for	 the	 future	 as	 the	fields	 of	 research,	scientific	 exploration,	 digital	making	
and	 technology	 merge.	 Pioneers	 in	 key	 areas,	 from	 bio	 design	 and	 sustainability	 to	
manufacturing	innovation	and	distribution,	will	take	part,	including:		
• Carole	 Collet	 who	 works	 on	 speculative	 projects	 such	 as	 ‘bio-lace’	 which	
investigates	 the	 intersection	 of	 synthetic	 biology	 and	 textile	 design	 to	
propose	future	fabrication	processes	for	textiles.		










• Ann	 Mulrooney	 who	 as	 CEO	 of	 VISUAL	 Carlow	 directs	 artistic	 and	 engagement	
programming,	 developing	 thematic	 links	 and	 partnerships	 across	 disciplines,	
exhibitions	and	projects	to	explore	local	relevance	and	develop	new	knowledge.	







• Japanese	 shoe	 designer	 Noritaka	 Tatehana	 whose	 Heel-less	 Shoes	 incorporate	
traditional	Japanese	craft	techniques	into	desirable,	contemporary	forms	and	which	
have	been	worn	by	Lady	Gaga.		
• Dries	 Verbruggen,	 a	 founder	 of	 Unfold,	 a	 studio	 which	 develops	 projects	 that	
investigate	 new	 ways	 of	 creating,	 manufacturing,	 financing	 and	 distributing	 in	 a	
changing	context.		
	
Make:Shift	 Ireland	 will	 take	 place	 at	 The	 Helix,	 DCU	 Campus,	 Collins	 Avenue,	 Glasnevin,	
Dublin	9	on	Monday,	November	6th	 (9am	–	6pm).	Make:Shift	 is	 a	Crafts	Council	UK	brand	
and	 event.	Make:Shift	 Ireland	 is	 produced	 by	 the	 Design	 &	 Crafts	 Council	 of	 Ireland	 in	
















Jeff	 Powers	 joined	 Heatherwick	 Studio	 in	 2012	 after	 graduating	 from	 the	 University	 of	
Toronto	in	2011	with	a	Masters	in	Architecture.	Jeff’s	university	research	focused	on	digital	
fabrication	 and	 its	 application	 in	 architectural	 details	 as	 well	 as	 landscape	 architectural	
systems.	 After	 graduating,	 he	 worked	 as	 a	 consultant	 for	 a	 number	 of	 designers	 and	
architectural	practices	in	the	Toronto	area	on	digital	fabrication	technologies.	At	the	studio,	
Jeff	works	at	the	intersection	of	rapid	prototyping	and	craft,	overseeing	the	studio’s	use	of	
digital	 technology	 in	 the	 making	 of	 the	 physical.	 The	 studio	 aims	 to	 integrate	 craft	 and	
physical	making	 throughout	 the	design	process	 and	encourages	 staff	 to	utilise	 all	 types	of	




the	 discipline	 of	 Textile	 Futures	 at	 Central	 Saint	Martins	 in	 2000.	 She	 is	 now	 Professor	 in	
Design	 for	 Sustainable	 Futures	 and	Director	of	 the	Design	&	 Living	 Systems	 Lab	at	Central	
Saint	Martins,	University	of	 the	Arts.	Her	research	 focuses	on	exploring	the	 intersection	of	
biology	and	design	 to	develop	 innovative	and	disruptive	 sustainable	design	proposals.	Her	
recent	curation	of	 ‘Alive,	 New	 Design	 Frontiers’	 (www.thisisalive.com)	 questions	 the	
emerging	role	of	the	designer	when	working	with	living	materials	and	technologies	such	as	
synthetic	biology,	and	establishes	an	original	framework	for	designing	with	the	living	via	the	







fashion	 industry.	 Unmade	 have	 built	 the	 technology	 to	 produce	 unique	 knitwear	 on	 an	
industrial	scale,	and	having	proven	their	concept	via	award-winning	website,	Unmade.com,	
they	are	now	partnering	with	global	brands	to	take	their	innovations	to	the	wider	industry.	
Unmade	 is	 a	 complete	digital	 solution	 that	enables	 the	world’s	most	 innovative	brands	 to	
create	 unique	 customisation	 experiences	 at	 an	 industrial	 scale.	 Known	 as	 ‘curated	
customisation’,	brands	have	control	but	the	consumer	is	more	involved	and	engaged	in	the	
experience	and	product.	From	online	and	in-store	retail	to	SKU	management	and	analytics	to	





Cities	 Catapult	 accelerates	 urban	 innovation,	 to	 grow	 business	 and	 make	 cities	 better.	
Jarmo	leads	the	Cities	Lab	of	the	Catapult,	which	brings	together	businesses,	universities,	
city	 leaders	 and	 citizens	 to	 solve	 the	 problems	 that	 cities	 face.	 Originally	 trained	 as	 an	
architect,	he	 is	an	expert	 in	smart	cities.	From	2006	to	2016,	Jarmo	was	the	founder	and	
the	 CEO	 of	 Forum	 Virium	 Helsinki,	 innovation	 lab	 of	 the	 City	 of	 Helsinki,	 Finland.	
	 	 	
Previously,	 he	 was	 the	 Executive	 Director	 of	 the	 Media	 Centre	 Lume	 of	 the	 Aalto	
University	and	Program	Director	of	 the	Helsinki	2000	European	Capital	of	Culture.	 In	 the	
‘90s,	he	was	an	entrepreneur	in	a	cultural	promotion	company	PopZoo.	Jarmo	is	the	vice-
chair	 of	 the	 international	 Open	 &	 Agile	 Smart	 Cities	 network,	 member	 of	 the	 Smart	
London	 Board,	 member	 of	 the	 EC	 Open	 Innovation	 Policy	 Group	 OISPG	 and	 former	
President	of	the	European	Network	of	Living	Labs	ENoLL.	
SHELLEY	JAMES	
Shelley	 trained	 in	 textiles	 in	 Paris	 and	 began	 her	 career	 as	 a	 design	 consultant	 for	
international	brands,	 including	Visa	 International,	Shell	and	Cancer	Research	UK.	She	went	
back	 to	 university	 to	 learn	 about	 digital	 production	 techniques	 and	 started	 to	 experiment	
with	 printmaking	 and	 glass.	 Shelley	 was	 fascinated	 by	 the	 compelling	 visual	 illusions	
generated	by	this	remarkable	material	and	started	to	work	with	scientists	to	understand	and	
explore	 these	 phenomena.	 She	 holds	 a	 PhD	 from	 the	 Royal	 College	 of	 Art,	 and	 City	 and	
Guilds	qualifications	 in	electrical	 installations	and	on-site	 testing.	 She	 is	Associate	Artist	 at	
King’s	College,	London	and	at	the	Institute	for	Advanced	Studies	at	the	University	of	London.	
Recent	 activity	 includes	 the	 Jerwood	 Maker’s	 Award,	 the	 Medical	 Research	 Council	
Centenary	 and	 Utopia	 exhibitions	 at	 Somerset	 House,	 the	 Royal	 Society	 Summer	 Science	






the	 research,	 design	 and	 civic	 start-up	 studio	 behind	 Architecture00,	 Dark	 Matter	
Laboratories;	 Opendesk.cc;	 WikiHouse.cc	 and	 multiple	 social	 ventures,	 from	 Impact	 Hub	
Westminster	 to	 Impact	 Hub	 Birmingham	 and	 the	 HubLaunchpad	 Accelerator.	 Johar	 is	 a	
Fellow	of	the	RSA,	Respublica	Fellow,	JRF	Anti-Poverty	Strategy	Programme	Advisory	Group	
member	and	a	member	of	the	Mayor	of	London's	SME	Working	Group	and,	most	recently,	a	





artistic	 and	 engagement	 programming,	 developing	 thematic	 links	 and	 partnerships	 across	
disciplines,	exhibitions	and	projects	to	explore	local	relevance	and	develop	new	knowledge.		
She	has	a	BA	 in	Fine	Art	 from	the	Crawford	College	of	Art,	 Ireland	and	an	MA	in	Sculpture	
from	the	Royal	College	of	Art,	London.	She	received	the	Deutsche	Bank	Pyramid	Award	for	
Fine	 Art	 in	 2003,	 and	 a	 Research	 Bursary	 from	 PlaCe	 Research	 Centre,	 UWE	 in	 2006.	 She	
worked	 as	 an	 artist	 and	 independent	 curator	 in	 London	 and	 Ireland	 from	 2003	 to	 2009,	







at	 Grennan	 Mill	 Craft	 School	 and	 Edinburgh	 College	 of	 Art,	 graduating	 in	 1996.	 He	
subsequently	worked	as	a	designer	for	industry	in	India,	the	Philippines,	and	the	UK,	and	set	
up	 a	 workshop	 in	 Kilkenny.	 In	 1998,	 he	 moved	 to	 Tokyo,	 to	 study	 in	 the	 metalwork	
department	 at	 the	 National	 University	 of	 Fine	 Arts	 and	Music	 (Tokyo	 Geidai),	 receiving	 a	
doctorate	 in	 2005.	 Since	 2007	 he	 has	worked	 as	 a	 Senior	 Research	 Fellow	 in	 the	 Art	 and	
	 	 	
Design	Research	Centre	at	Sheffield	Hallam	University.	He	exhibits	his	work	internationally,	
and	 has	 pieces	 in	 collections,	 including	 the	 National	Museum	 of	 Ireland,	 the	 Goldsmiths’	




Fi	is	 a	 manufacturing	 geek,	 designer	 and	 founder	 of	 Make	 Works.	 She	 studied	 Product	
Design	at	Glasgow	School	of	Art,	and	worked	 in	various	 furniture	 factories	across	Scotland	
and	New	York	each	summer.	On	graduating	in	2012	and	frustrated	at	not	knowing	where	to	
go	to	find	workshop	spaces,	material	suppliers	or	manufacturers	to	get	things	made,	she	set	



















His	 2010	 graduation	 project,	 Heel-less	 Shoes,	 now	 his	 signature	 design,	 incorporated	
traditional	 Japanese	 craft	 techniques	 into	 contemporary	 forms.	 These	 dramatic	 designs	
caught	 the	 attention	 of	 Lady	Gaga	which	 led	 to	 an	 ongoing	 collaboration	with	 the	 singer.	
Tatehana	has	 taken	part	 in	exhibitions	around	the	world	and	 in	March	2016	he	directed	a	
Ningyo-joruri	 Bunraku	 show,	 performed	 at	 Fondation	 Cartier	 pour	 l’art	 Contemporain	 in	




Dries	Verbruggen	 is	a	 founder	of	Unfold,	 a	studio	which	develops	projects	 that	 investigate	
new	 ways	 of	 creating,	 manufacturing,	 financing	 and	 distributing	 in	 a	 changing	 context.	A	
context	in	which	we	see	a	merging	of	aspects	of	the	pre-industrial	craft	economy	with	high	
tech	 industrial	 production	 methods	 and	 digital	 communication	 networks.	 Dries	 is	 also	 a	
lecturer	 and	designer.	He	 graduated	 from	 the	Design	Academy	Eindhoven,	Department	of	
Man	and	Living	in	2002.	Besides	Unfold	he	teaches	at	the	Masters	Department	at	the	Design	
Academy	 Eindhoven.	 Previously,	 he	 worked	 as	 a	 lecturer	 in	 spatial	 design	 at	 Sint-Lukas	
Brussels,	University	College	of	Art	and	Design	and	at	the	ICT	&	Media	Design	department	of	
the	 Fontys	University	of	Applied	 Sciences.	Unfold	has	 collaborated	with	 a	 vast	 network	of	







Make:Shift	 is	 the	 UK	 Crafts	 Council’s	 innovation	 conference	 that	 explores	 the	 future	 of	
making.	First	presented	in	2014,	Make:Shift	has	since	showcased	the	work	and	practices	of	
over	100	speakers	and	experts	and	explored	innovation	in	and	through	craft	and	making;	the	




The	 Design	&	 Crafts	 Council	 of	 Ireland	 (DCCoI)	 is	 the	 national	 agency	 for	 the	 commercial	
development	 of	 Irish	 designers	 and	 makers,	 stimulating	 innovation,	 championing	 design	
thinking	and	informing	Government	policy.	DCCoI's	activities	are	funded	by	the	Department	




The	Crafts	 Council	(CC)	 is	 a	 charity	 and	 a	 national	 body	 in	 the	 UK	 whose	 objective	 is	 to	
advance	and	encourage	the	creation	of	works	of	fine	craftsmanship	and	to	foster,	promote	
and	increase	the	interest	of	the	public	in	the	work	of	craftspeople	and	in	the	accessibility	of	
those	 works	 to	 the	 public.	 It	 carries	 this	 out	 through	 a	 rich	 and	 ambitious	 national	
programme	of	exhibitions,	delivered	in	partnership,	and	through	our	innovation	programme,	
learning	 and	 talent	 development	 initiatives,	 national	 and	 international	 showcases,	 and	




The	 Finnish	 institute	 in	 London	 is	 a	 private,	 non-profit	 trust.	 It	 identifies	 emerging	
issues	important	to	contemporary	society	 in	Finland,	the	United	Kingdom	and	the	Republic	
of	 Ireland.	 The	 Institute	 has	 two	 programmes:	Arts	 &	 Culture	 and	 Society	 &	 Culture.	 It	






the	 translation	 of	 knowledge	 into	 societal	 and	 economic	 benefit.	 Through	 its	 mission	 to	
transform	 lives	 and	 societies	 through	 education,	 research	 and	 innovation,	 Dublin	 City	
University	 acts	 as	 an	 agent	 for	 social,	 cultural	 and	 economic	 progress	 at	 the	 individual,	
national	and	international	levels.	www.dcu.ie	
	
	
	
